PRAYER AFTER THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES
		 Our treasures, O Lord,
			 come from your hand.
		 Out of your goodness toward us
			 we have received so much.
		 Knowing that we came into this life with nothing,
			 and will go out the same way,
			 we give of the time, talents, and resources we have now.
		 Use them, use us, as you will.
		Take these 40 days as an offering of love and devotion for you.
		 Give us grace to uphold the commitments we have made
			 and bear within us the fruit of your spirit.
		Amen.
* BENEDICTION
		May God, who has forgiven us,
			 now make us strong for these days ahead.
		 May Jesus lead us, and we be found faithful to follow.
		 May the Spirit drive us into the wilderness,
			 burning away the chaff of our lives,
			 and purifying our hearts for all to see
			and be blessed.
		 And may the blessing of God,
			 Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
			 Mercy, Master, and Fire,
			 be with us and remain with us always!
		Amen.
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* HYMN 269			Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days

Today we leave in silence.
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Will you meet us
in the ashes
will you meet us
in the ache
and show your face
within our sorrow
and offer us
your word of grace:
That you are life
within the dying
that you abide
within the dust
that you are what
survives the burning
that you arise
to make us new.
And in our aching
you are breathing
and in our weeping
you are here
within the hands
that bear your blessing
enfolding us
within your love.

Today the service begins in silence.
Asterisks (*) indicate stand as you are able.

* CALL TO WORSHIP
		We come to worship God as the Lenten season begins,
			 aware of our frailty and our failings.
		 We come seeking God’s mercy,
			acknowledging our mortality.
		 Having received the waters of baptism,
			 we are marked now with ashes.
		 The treasures of this earth do not last;
			 our treasure is in heaven,
			 our heart’s true home.
* HYMN						Sunday’s Palms Are Wednesday’s Ashes

OPENING PRAYER
		We have gathered here, loving God,
			 to mark the season of Lent,
			 to begin that journey to the cross.
		 We have gathered here
			 to repent of our sins publically and privately.
		 We have gathered here
			 to be in the presence of one another,
			 where we can draw strength,
			 knowing that wherever two or three of us are gathered,
			 You are present among us.
		 Guide us throughout these forty days
			 as we journey deeper into Your embrace,
			 and as we journey to the cross,
			 let us put to death those things
			 that separate us from each other and from you.
		 May we know Your presence is always with us,
			 the power of Your transformative love is within us,
			 and may we know Your grace surrounds us
			 and is beyond us.
		 In the name of Jesus,
			 our companion on this journey of faith, we pray.
		Amen.
		
Old Testament, page 652
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 58:1-12
SERMON			
INVITATION TO LENTEN DISCIPLINES
		Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
			 the early Christians observed with great devotion
			 the days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection,
			 and it became the custom of the Church
			 that before the Easter celebration
			 there should be a forty–day season of spiritual preparation.
		 During this season,
			 converts to the faith were prepared for Holy Baptism.
		 It was also a time when persons
			 who had committed serious sins
			 and had separated themselves from the community of faith
			 were reconciled by penitence and forgiveness,
			 and restored to participation in the life of the Church.
		 In this way, the whole congregation was reminded
			 of the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed
			 in the gospel of Jesus Christ
			 and the need we all have to renew our faith.

I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church,
			 to observe a holy Lent:
			 by self–examination and repentance;
			 by prayer, fasting, and self–denial;
			 and by reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word.
		 To make a right beginning of repentance,
			 and as a mark of our mortal nature,
			 we confess our sin.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
		 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit;
			 a broken heart – one filled with regret and remorse –
			 God will not despise.
		 We are a broken people.
		 Trusting in God’s mending ways,
			 let us confess our sins before God and one another:
		Merciful God,
			forgive us.
		 Our will is handcuffed to sin
			 and we cannot break free.
		 We have spoken
			 when we should have kept quiet.
		 We were silent
			 when we should have said something.
		We acted
			 when we knew better.
		 We were still
			 when we know we should have moved.
		 For the wrong we have done,
			 for the good we have failed to do,
			 have mercy on us,
			 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
		Amen.
PRAYER OVER THE ASHES
IMPOSITION OF ASHES
Those who desire to be marked with ashes in the form of a cross
may come to the communion rail. You may leave an offering of
money on the communion rail for the church’s ministry. The
following hymns are sung during the imposition of ashes:
			402						 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian
			357						 Just As I am, Without One Plea

