Sunday Worship
At FUMC, we embrace the premise that
faith is “caught, not taught,” and encourage
children to participate and be part of our
worshiping community as they are able.
We believe bringing children to worship is an
essential part of both their spiritual growth
and of the adult congregants around them.
Crayons, activity pages and other materials
to enhance your worship experience are
available in a basket in the foyer. Childcare is
available for children through kindergarten.

CHILDREN’S CLASSROOMS
SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 A.M.
Pre-K 3s: EDU Room 106
Pre-K 4s and 5s: EDU Room 102
Kindergarten: EDU Room 101
1st-2nd Grades: EDU Room 108-109
3rd Grade: SAN Room 215
4th-5th Grades: SAN Room 110

CHILDCARE
8:30 A.M.-12:30 P.M.

Children &
Family

MINISTRIES

Infants: EDU Room 103
Toddlers: EDU Room 104
Preschool: EDU Room 102

CONTACT INFORMATION
“If I worship with interruptions, and have not
love, I gain nothing. If I hear the “message
for the day,” but exclude children, I am
nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It is not
rude nor selfish. Love encourages chidren to
stand when others stand. Sing when others
sing, be silent when others are silent. Love
does not ignore nor scold nor constantly say
“shh!” Love lets children share your hymnal,
put their own offering in the plate, shake the
pastor’s hand. Love always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. When
I was a child, I whispered as a child, I wiggled
as a child, I asked questions as a child. When
I became an adult, I helped children worship
by involving them in the worship service. And
still these three remain: faith, hope and love,
but the greatest of these is love.”
Elaine Ward, “Children in Worship”

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY OFFICE
(512) 478-5684, x.211
children@fumcaustin.org
Lara Greene,
Director of Children & Family Ministries
Emily Buchanan,
Children’s Ministry Assistant
Pam Coronado,
Childcare Coordinator
To make a childcare reservation:
childcare@fumcaustin.org.

www.fumcaustin.org/children

1201 Lavaca Street
Austin, Texas 78701
512-478-5684
www.fumcaustin.org/children

Making disciples who
make a difference

Our Mission
Our mission is to to nurture and guide
children into life-long, life-changing
relationships with God through Jesus Christ.
FUMC partners with parents to achieve
this goal by providing a nurturing and safe
environment for children to grow in their
walk as Christians.
Childcare
Free childcare is available on Sundays for
all church services from 8:30 a.m. until
12:30 p.m. for infants through 5 years old.
Childcare rooms are located on the first floor
of our Education building. Our paid staff
is trained to give professional care for your
child while you enjoy church worship and
activities. We run background checks on staff
members, and each room is staffed with one
person with CPR and First Aid certification.
Sunday School
Nursery (Infants-18 months)
Beginning with our youngest disciples, our
caring staff models God’s love. We know that
experiencing unconditional love through
relationships helps children develop the trust
and confidence they need to later explore a
more abstract relationship with the Divine.
Toddlers (18 months – 3 years)
Based on the individual child’s readiness, he
or she transitions to the toddler room. Here
we introduce the discipline of communal
snack, sing Bible songs, and work in freechoice play centers.

Programs & Events
Acolytes – Children begin learning acolyte
responsibilities when they are in 2nd grade.

Easter Egg Festival – We host a large egg
festival on the Capitol lawn that is open to
friends, family, and the community.

Acts of Service – We have regular mission
projects and events specifically appropriate
for our youngest members. One long-running
tradition is the 4th and 5th graders’ assembly
and sale of “Manna Bags.” Intended to be
given to those less fortunate than we are, they
contain a day’s worth of nutrition as well as
fresh socks and a note from a child.

Kids’ Night Out/Kids’ Club/Connect for
Tweens – Infants through 1st grade children
play, eat pizza, and watch a movie with our
trained childcare staff while parents enjoy a
grown-up evening out. Our 2nd–4th graders
enjoy faith building, missions and games at
Kids’ Club and our 5th–7th graders attend
Connect, a program that is shared between
children and youth ministries and engages
these growing Christians in missions, Bible
study and fellowship.

Baptism – A baptism preparation class for
parents interested in having their children
baptized is offered twice per year.
Children’s Choirs – Children from
Kindergarten through 5th grades are
welcome to join choir. They meet weekly in
two choirs on Sunday afternoons from 12:00
– 1:00 p.m. to learn and prepare music to be
performed in worship and for special events.

Parent Resources – We offer various tools
and classes to help you, the parent, to deepen
your family’s faith at home. Devotional
calendars and pages during the seasons of
Advent and Lent, parenting courses and
book studies, and advice on ways to practice
spiritual disciplines are ways we help equip
you to become your child’s faith leader.
Vacation Bible School – This week-long
adventure for our preschool and elementaryaged children is held in the summer. It is
always a fun, energetic, and meaningful way
for the children and volunteers to grow in
their faith and relationships.
Children Ministries Team –
This council of church volunteers and
staff meets regularly to plan, organize, and
implement programs and ministries that
support our goal of helping our children
know God and become faithful disciples
of Jesus Christ. All adults are welcome to
attend and participate. Contact children@
fumcaustin.org for details.

3 years through 5th grades
We offer weekly guided Christian education,
led by volunteer church members, on Sunday
mornings at 10:00 a.m. Children are grouped
by age and grade. Curriculum is selected to
introduce age-appropriate Bible stories from
both the Old and New Testaments.
fumcaustin.org/children

