THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Blessing, honor, and glory are yours, O God,
eternal source of all creation.
You are mightier than the thunder of waters,
mightier than the waves of the sea.
You are majesty on high.
Yet when the time was right
you sent your Son,
a vulnerable infant of low estate,
to testify to the truth of power
made known in your embracing love.
Jesus came to raise up the poor
and cast down the mighty.
He taught us, like no other,
that your kingdom is one of forgiveness,
where human needs are daily met
and we are set free for love.
And so we praise you as we sing:

Send your Holy Spirit upon our celebration, and us,
that we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son
and be filled with your life-giving Spirit.
Unite us in Christ and one to another
from every tribe, people, language, and nation
to reveal your justice in the world,
and crown us with your holy wisdom
that we may we never lose sight of your reign of peace.
All this we ask through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Savior,
who with you and the Holy Spirit
reigns in glory,
now and forever.

Please be seated.
On the night before he died for us
Jesus gathered his friends for a meal.
He took bread, gave you thanks, broke it,
gave it to them, and said:
“Take, eat, this is my body
which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.”
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After supper he took the cup;
when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them and said:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood
poured out for the forgiveness of sins;
do this in remembrance of me.”
Remembering all that he has done for us,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we offer you our praise and thanks.
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